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March 2017 
Newsletter 

 
 

Toy Box Day Nursery & Pre-School  
 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
Welcome to the March Newsletter bringing you up to date with what has been happening 
here at Toy Box during the month of February and our plans for the month ahead. 

 
Baby Unit  
 

Both Pooh Bears and Rabbits have spent lots of time throughout the month exploring books 
about the jungle. Staff helped and encouraged the children to name the animals and to 
imitate the sound each animal makes. The children also did lots of  lovely paintings, sticking 
and drawings of the animals. Jungle play and animals also extended into the small world 
outdoor and sand/water areas. Staff put  animals into all the areas so the children could see 
the footprints the animals made. 

The Rabbits are particularly interested in mark making at the moment so staff put clipboards 
and pencils into all the areas of learning in the Rabbits room. Activities such as these 
encourage emergent writing and early mark making skills. 

Circle Time has also been thoroughly enjoyed by all the children with the introduction of the 
Circle Time activity "Silly Soup" song. The activity involves the children taking turns  in 
choosing an object from (2 objects for younger children, and a group of objects for the older 
children) which they then place these in a bowl and mix them whilst singing the "Silly Soup" 
song. This activity is a huge hit with all the children throughout the nursery.  

Early Years Unit  
 
The children in the Tigger room have had lots of fun creating pirate maps and looking for 
treasure. They took large pieces of paper that they had drawn maps out into the playground 
as they set about looking for hidden treasure. As they discovered the treasure they marked 
an X on the map to indicate where the treasure was hidden. All the children enjoyed this 
activity so much that staff planned a whole weeks pirate themed activities around the topic. 
The children also drew a large scale pirate map which is now displayed on the Tigger room 
wall. They talked about treasure and how X marked the spot and wondered about the 
animals in the sea around the map. 
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Similarity, Piglets have been focussing on their story for the month of February which was 
Brown Bear. Brown Bear is full of animals of varying colours and repeated refrains. This 
helped the children to  participate in the story with the staff as they read it. The book has 
really  helped some children who were having difficulty with their colours with  colour 
recognition. 
The children created also lovely display which is now on show on the wall in the Piglet room. 
 
Throughout the month the Piglets have also been talking about emotions and looking at 
emotion cards. Staff asked the children to identify all the different emotions, happy, sad, 
angry etc. All the children eagerly participated and thoroughly enjoyed the activity.  
 
Birthdays 
 
We have four birthdays this month here at Toy Box and I’m sure you will join with us as we 
wish them all a very Happy Birthday. 
 
Pooh Bears                 
Rabbits    
Piglet   –  Riley 3, Cassidy 3 
Tiggers   – Piotrek 4, Hallie 4 
 
 
Staff member of the month 
 

Our staff member of the month for March is Mykela Andrews. 
 
Mykela works across the nursery and is always ready and willing to come in and cover at a 
moments notice if required. Mykela is a dedicated and hardworking member of staff and we 
are all delighted to have her as part of our team here at Toy Box. 
 
So well done to Mykela. Keep up the good work!  Your efforts are very much appreciated by 
all. 
 
Staff Changes 
 
 As parents/ carers will no doubt have already noticed, we have had a new Nursery Nurse, 
Emma Nortrop, join our staff team here at Toy Box. 
Emma is a fully qualified Level 3 nursery nurse with three years experience of working in 
private day nurseries. Emma has settled in really well and will be working alongside Kirstie, 
Jenny and Ellie in the Tigger room.  
Emma will be introducing herself to parents/carers as soon as she gets to know the children 
and their families. 
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World Book Day----- Thursday 2nd March 
 
To celebrate and mark the occasion of World Book Day on Thursday 2nd March we are 
inviting all the children who would normally attend nursery on that day to choose their 
favourite character either from a book or a nursery rhyme. They are free to choose a book 
from home or from nursery and then come to nursery on the day, dressed up as their 
favourite character. 
 
Please do not go to any expense buying materials for costumes. The children themselves 
are hugely imaginative and given a few basic resources can come up with some very 
creative designs all by themselves. 
 
However, should any parent/ carer want help with inspiration or ideas please speak to any 
member of staff and they will be delighted to help. 
 
 
Red Nose Day------ Friday the 24th March 
 
Red Nose day falls during the month of March and as usual we plan to support this very 
worthwhile charity through fundraising and a dress up day. 
The Staff have decided it would be fun to have a dress up day and are inviting all staff and 
children who would normally attend nursery on the day to come to nursery dressed in red. 
 
Staff have planned lots of fun craft activities which will take place throughout the day. 
 
All we ask in return is that you give a donation of £1.00. 
 
 
Dates to remember 
 
Red Nose Day  –       Friday 24th March 
Last day of term for GRANT ONLY CHILDREN –    Wednesday 5th April 
Bank Holiday Friday 14th April  –     NURSERY CLOSED 
Bank Holiday Monday 17th April –     NURSERY CLOSED 
First day of term for GRANT ONLY CHILDREN –   Monday 24th April 
 
Fees Increase 
 
Unfortunately, with the implementation of both the National Living Wage and the 
government's Auto Enrolment Scheme (work placed pensions) last year, as well as another 
wages increase coming up in April, we are left with no option but to increase our fees in line 
with all other nurseries in the area. We have already had notification from some of our 
suppliers that their prices are increasing as well, so sadly and reluctantly, in order to help 
cover our costs we have to increase our fees. 
 
Therefore, from April 1st.Toy Box fees will increase.  We are also taking this opportunity to 
simplify our fees structure and have the same price for all age groups. As from April 1st the  
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cost for a full day session will be £38.75, a half day session £24 and a full week session 
£173.00. 
 
If any parent/ carer need any further clarification on the fees increase please speak to Kerry 
or Louise and they will be happy to answer any queries you may have. 
 
Reminders 
 
Can I please remind parents/ carers to bring in a bag for their child on a daily basis 
containing everything they may need throughout the day? Even if your child is potty trained, 
they may spill a drink or get messy in the creative areas, so spare clothes for every child is a 
MUST.  

Those children still in nappies should have enough nappies, wipes and cream in their bag or 
box to last them throughout the day with supplies being replenished each time they attend 
nursery.   

Lastly, if your child is potty training please ensure you send in enough clothing so that they 
can be changed numerous times. This should include items such as socks and shoes as 
often these get forgotten. 

A big thank you to all our parents/ carers who already do this. It is greatly appreciated. 

 
And finally........  
 
No doubt just about all our parent/ carers will have heard by now about the 30 hours "free" 
childcare starting in September. When the government made this promise they were too 
busy trying to win the election and made the announcement without the whole thing being 
properly thought through. We are now at the beginning of March and nurseries are expected 
to have all this ready to roll out in September. We still do not have all the information, various 
funding rates have been bandied about and at this point in time nobody knows how its all 
going to work. 
We are currently in the process of putting together an information leaflet containing all the 
information we know about. We are hoping to get this leaflet out to all our parent/ carers 
early next week. Please bear with us for now and we will pass on any confirmed information 
as soon as we get it. 
 
As usual we thank all parents/ carers for your continuing support. Please remember that all 
your comments, concerns and suggestions are welcome, taken seriously and acted upon if 
necessary. 
                                                                
Kerry and all the Staff at Toy Box Day Nursery   
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